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"MONEYPLAN" category definitions guide 
Food 
All food purchased 
Specialty shops , cheese stores 
Meals away from home 
School lunches 
Coffee break foods , snacks , drinks 
Food for entertaining 
Clothing 
Purchased clothing 
Cost of sewing ; ie ., material , 
pattern , etc . 
Drycleaning 
Clothing repair , especially shoes 
Uniforms and special wear for work 
Shoes 
Rent or mortgage 
Utilities 
Electricity 
Phone 
Heat 
Insurance 
Home 
Life 
Disability 
Credit life 
Debts 
Car payment 
Installment loans 
Transportation 
Gas and oil 
Car upkeep 
Antifreeze 
Labor and parts for service 
Tires 
License 
Inspection fee 
Car insurance 
Taxi , bus , car pools or other 
Child care 
Babysitter 
Nursery 
Kindergarten 
Household help 
Maid 
Children when paid (other than 
allowances) 
Grass cut 
Windows washed 
Medical care 
Fee to doctor 
Dentist 
Medicine 
Hospital 
Glasses 
Medical appliances , ie ., brace , 
wheelchair 
Health insurance 
Furnishing and equipment 
Appliances 
Decorations 
Kitchen items 
Rugs , drapes 
Household linens 
Home maintenance 
Water and sewer 
Garbage collection 
Repair of home and appliances 
Tools 
Taxes 
Property 
Income taxes 
General supplies 
Detergent & cleaning supplies 
Paper , pens 
Stamps 
Canning and freezing 
Seeds 
Education 
School fees and books 
Lessons and equipment 
Books , magazines , and paper 
Hobbies and equipment 
Gifts 
Christmas presents 
Birthday and personal gifts 
Contributions 
United Fund , all charities 
Church 
Recreation 
Vacations 
Club dues 
Sport equipment and tickets 
Boat and upkeep 
Cable TV 
Movies 
Beer , wine , etc . 
Personal 
Allowances 
Grooming aids 
Cigarettes 
Shaving supplies 
Barber and beauty shops 
Savings and investments 
Government bonds 
Deposit to savings account or savings 
and loan 
Stocks and bonds 
Pension plan , annuities 
Miscellaneous 
Items of unusual size or importance 
Other possible categories 
Pet care and food 
Care of relative 
Alimony 
Child support 
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EC 741 
Family Account Book 
Alverda Lynch 
Family Resource Management Specialist 
This Account Book is a companion to the publication, 
Family cash flow forecasting, EC 7 42. The column 
headings are compatible with it and also with both the 
AGNET computer program MONEYPLAN and the SDSU 
Computerized Farm and Home Accounting System. If you 
are interested in any of these, ask the county Extension 
Service staff. 
If you intend to use the MONEYPLAN computer program 
or SDSU farm and home accounting system , be sure to 
place your expenditures under the column headings as 
defined in the MONEYPLAN category definitions guide 
Otherwise, if the column headings in this account book 
do not fit your expenditures , change them . Any changes 
made should be used consistently throughout the book . 
Record expenditures regularly. One person in the family 
should be in charge of recording the actual spending 
figures in the book. Others can cooperate by letting the 
recorder know what they have spent. 
Have a place to keep receipts. Enter the amounts 
regularly and file receipts as long as needed for proof of 
payment. 
Keep track of all tax deductible items. Circle tax 
deductible items in red pencil. This makes tax preparation 
easier. 
Use blank columns as you wish. If a column is filled, cut 
a piece of paper the same width as the page and attach it 
over the filled columns with cellophane tape for additional 
entries. 
Label every item you record . This lets you refer back to 
your records and find out exactly what you bought. Instead 
of entering "car," put "battery" or "tires." 
Total the columns monthly . Compare spending with the 
cash-flow spending plan developed with EC 7 42 to see if 
changes are needed as the year progresses. 
Transfer monthly spending totals to Annual Summary. 
The annual summary columns headed '' Monthly 
Estimates for this Year'' and ' 'Difference'' provide space 
for comparing actual spending with estimated spending . 
Each month's record includes a monthly cash summary. 
This is useful in checking for errors in recording as well as 
showing where you stand. 
Totals from each monthly expense column should be 
carried to the Annual Summary pages. When completed, 
the Annual Summary will give a complete picture of where 
the money went during the year and will form the basis for 
next year's planning. 
By entering the monthly estimate of spending for the year 
in the space provided in the Annual Summary and " 
comparing it with the actual amount spent, the family can 
see whether planning was realistic. A column is also 
provided for next year 's estimate of spending in each 
category . 
The page titled ''What Are We Worth?'' in the back of 
the book will provide a current statement of "net worth" 
(your assets minus liabilities). By filling this out (either at 
the beginning or end of each year) the family will be able 
to see how its financial situation changed during the past 
year. 
Why Keep An Account Book? 
* To chart financial progess made by family . 
* To know where the money goes and what it's used for . 
* To show how living costs change due to prices or 
change in size or age of family. 
* To use in planning future spending . 
* To -help children learn about the use of money. 
* To improve buymanship . 
* To decide if changes are necessary to reach family 
goals. 
* To use in filing income tax returns. 
Monthof ____ 19 __ MONTHLY FAMILY LIVING EXPENSES, 
FIXED EXPENSES 
(':i: -B7z ~ 4 '1 H-7 HOUSING 
Date Check Item Taxes Insurance Debts Medical Food Rent, Home Utilities 
no . description care Mortgage main-
tenance 
1 1 
2 2 
3 3 
4 4 
5 5 
6 6 
7 7 
8 8 
9 9 
10 10 
11 11 
12 12 
13 
,, 13 
14 14 
15 15 
16 16 
17 17 
18 18 
19 19 
20 20 
21 21 
22 22 
23 23 
24 24 
25 25 
26 ' 26 
27 27 
28 28 
29 29 
30 30 
31 31 
Total: 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
INCOME, SAVINGS, AND INVESTMENTS 
FLEXIBLE EXPENSES INCOME 
General Equip, Clothing Personal Trans- Gifts, Education Recreation Misc Date Source Amount 
supplies furniture porta- contri-
tion butions 
Total $ 
Estimate $ 
Savings and investments 
Stocks, 
Date bonds Savings 
Total$ 
Est . $ 
Monthly cash summary 
Cash and checkbook 
balance 1st of month $ 
+ 
Month's income $ 
Total 1 $ 
Arnau nt spent for 
family living $ 
+ 
Savings and invest-
ments $ 
+ 
Cash and checkbook 
balance at end of 
month $ 
Total 2 $ 
Total 1 should equal 
Total 2. Enter any 
difference as 
"Unaccounted For" $ 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
Monthof ____ 19 __ MONTHLY FAMILY LIVING EXPENSES, 
FIXED EXPENSES 
HOUSING 
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Savings and investments 
.. 
Stocks, 
Date bonds Savings 
Total$ 
Est.$ 
Monthly cash summary 
Cash and checkbook 
balance 1st of month $ 
+ 
Month's income $ 
Total 1 $ 
Amount spent for 
family living $ 
+ 
Savings and invest-
ments $ 
+ 
Cash and checkbook 
balance at end of 
month $ 
Total 2 $ 
Total 1 should equal 
Total 2. Enter any 
difference as 
"Unaccounted For" $ 
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9 9 
10 10 
11 11 
12 12 
13 13 . 
14 14 
15 15 
16 16 
17 17 
18 18 
19 19 
20 20 
21 21 
22 22 
23 23 
24 24 
25 25 
26 26 
27 27 
28 28 
29 29 
30 30 
31 31 
Total: 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
INCOME, SAVINGS, AND INVESTMENTS 
FLEXIBLE EXPENSES INCOME 
General Equip, Clothing Personal Trans- Gifts , Education Recreation Misc Date Source Amount 
supplies furniture porta- contri-
tion butions 
Total $ 
Estimate $ 
Savings and investments 
Stocks, 
Date bonds Savings 
Total$ 
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balance 1st of month $ 
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Month's income $ 
Total 1 $ 
~· Amount spent for family living $ 
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Savings and invest-
ments $ 
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Cash and checkbook 
balance at end of 
month $ 
Total 2 $ 
Total 1 should equal 
Total 2. Enter any 
difference as 
"Unaccounted For" $ 
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Monthof ____ 19 __ MONTHLY FAMILY LIVING EXPENSES, 
FIXED EXPENSES 
HOUSING 
Date Check Item Taxes Insurance Debts Medical Food Rent, Home Utilities 
no. description care Mortgage main-
tenance 
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Savings and investments 
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Date bonds Savings 
Total$ 
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Monthly cash summary 
Cash and checkbook 
balance 1st of month $ 
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Month's income $ 
Total 1 $ 
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Amount spent for 
family living $ 
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Savings and invest-
ments $ 
+ 
Cash and checkbook 
balance at end of 
month $ 
Total 2 $ 
Total 1 should equal 
Total 2. Enter any ' difference as 
" Unaccounted For" $ 
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Total 1 $ 
Amount spent for 
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Savings and invest-
ments $ 
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difference as 
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tion butions 
Total $ 
Estimate $ 
Savings and investments 
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Stocks, 
Date bonds Savings 
Total$ 
Est.$ 
Monthly cash summary 
Cash and checkbook 
balance 1st of month $ 
+ 
Month 's income $ 
Total 1 $ 
Amount spent for 
family living $ 
+ 
Savings and invest-
ments $ 
+ 
Cash and checkbook 
balance at end of 
month $ 
Total 2 $ 
Total 1 should equal 
Total 2. Enter any 
difference as 
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balance 1st of month $ 
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Month's income $ 
Total 1 $ 
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+ 
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balance at end of 
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difference as 
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Month 
Jan 
Feb 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
Aug 
Sept 
Oct 
Nov 
Dec 
als for , Tot 
this year · 
Mo 
est 
for 
yea 
nthly 
imates 
Diff 
(± 
this 
r 
erence 
) 
nthly Mo 
esti 
for 
yea 
mates 
next 
r 
Income 
How did we do? 
Taxes Insurance Debts 
2 3 
Total fixed expenses this year$ _____ _ 
(add totals 1 thru8) 
Medical 
care 
4 
Total flexible expenses this year $ _____ _ 
(add totals 9 thru 17) 
Annual summary of family living income, 
Fixed expenses 
HOUSING 
Food Rent Home Utilities 
mortgage mainte-
nance 
Jan 
Feb 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
Aug 
Sept 
Oct 
No• 
Dec 
Totals 
year 
Monthly 
est 
for this 
year 
(±) 
Monthly 
est 
for next 
year 
5 6 7 8 
Total income $ _________ minus total expenses $ _________ = $ _________ BalanL 
(fixed plus flexible) 
Tells us how we did 
\ 
expenses, savings and investments, 19 __ _ 
Flexible expenses Savings, investments 
General Equip. Clothing Personal Trans-
SUPPiies furniture portation 
9 10 1 1 12 13 
Gifts, con- Education Rec re- Misc. 
tributions ation 
14 15 16 17 
Total savings and investments this year 
(add totals 18 & 19) 
Minus amount withdrawn from savings and 
Stocks, Savings 
bonds 
,/ 
18 19 
$ _____ _ 
investments (check monthly income section $ _____ _ 
for amount withdrawn) 
Change in savings and investments $ _____ _ 
Family living 
debts and terms of payment 
Type of debt Original value Present value Principal due Principal Interest rate Interest due Length of Terr 
this year due date this year month/year 
Real estate 
mortgage 
Chattel 
mortgage 
Notes payable 
Other debts 
Include here only debts for items used in family living. 
This sheet serves as a record of indebtedness . It can also be helpful when planning spending for the next year . 
expenses, savings and investments, 19 __ _ 
' 
Flexible expenses Savings , investments 
General Equip . Clothing Personal Trans- Gifts , con- Education Rec re- Misc . Stocks , Savings 
supplies furniture portation tributions ation bonds 
,; 
"' 
9 10 1 1 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
Total savings and investments this year $ _ ____ _ 
(add totals 18 & 19) 
Minus amount withdrawn from savings and 
investments (check monthly income section $ _____ _ 
for amount withdrawn) 
Change in savings and investments $ _____ _ 
Family living 
debts and terms of payment 
Type of debt Original value Present value Principal due Principal Interest rate Interest due Length of Terr 
this year due date this year month/year 
Real estate 
mortgage 
Chattel 
\ 
mortgage 
Notes payable 
Other debts 
Include here only debts for items used in family living. 
This sheet serves as a record of indebtedness . It can also be helpful when planning spending for the next year. 
____ 19_ 
What are we worth? (Date ) 
Assets-what we own Value Liabilities-what we owe Amount 
Current assets-could be turned into cash within 1 year Current liabilities-due within 1 year 
Cash (actual amount) $ Charge accounts (principal & interest) $ 
Checking account (actual amount) Installment loans (principal & interest) 
Savings accounts (actual amount) Mortgage loans (principal and interest) 
G.D. 's bonds , stocks Tesent value of those 
that mature this year Accounts payable (actual amount) 
Money owed you (actual amount) 
Life insurance (cash surrender value) 
Total current assets $ Total current liabilities $ 
Non-current assets- will last 2-10 years Intermediate liabilities-due within 2-10 years 
Stocks , bonds , G.D . 's (present value those matur-
ing during this time period) $ Installment loans (principal and interest) $ 
Mutual funds (present value) 
Household goods (present value) Mortgage loans (principal and interest) 
Car (present " Bluebook " value) 
Total non -current assests $ Total intermediate liabilities $ 
Fixed assets Long term liabilities-due after 1 o years 
Home (present market value) $ Mortgage loans (principal and interest) $ 
Other real estate (present market value) 
Total fixed assets $ Total long term liabilities $ 
Total assets $ Total liabilities $ 
Other factors important to net worth : 
Do you carry insurance for : Present net worth 
1. property loss? 
2. liability? Total assets $ ___ _ 
3. disability? Minus total liabilities $ ___ _ 
4. medical costs? 
5. hospitalization? Gives present net worth $ ___ _ 
6. life loss? 
Report summary 
Name I Address 
Number in family Ages of children : boys girls 
Sources of family income Amount ,Major items purchased this year Total price Amount 
4 still owed 
(Such as) 
Gross income from farminq television 
Total farming expenses 
(includinq depreciation) 
Net farm income (subtract expenses 
from qross farm income) 
Amount earned from off-farm employment : 
Husband 
Wife 
\ 
Additional income from : 
Roomers and boarders 
Interest on investments 
Dividends 
Total Total 
